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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

One o-f the things most certain
in life is change. Change is
everywhere and never—ending.
Like the rest of the world ,
change is occuring daily with-
in the S gauge model railroad-
ing hobby. Consider -for a mo-
ment the -following changes:

The NMKA has agreed to adopt
NASG modular layout stand-
ards -for its next data pack-
age to be circulated -for
NHRA member review. Thus,
-for the first time, both or-
ganizations will have exact-
ly the same standards in at
least one area. Thanks to
Tom Hawl ey for this accom-
pli shment.

The NHRA has also agreed to
cooperate in p l a n n i n g a
joint national convention
with N/1SG. Planning has
started with an eye toward
Houston in 1989. Thanks to
Ken Zieska for this one.

Both Ho del Railroader and
Ra i 1road Ho deI Crafts»an

have tentatively agreed to
run articles in 1987 recog-
nizing the 50th anniversary
of S. Thanks to Sam Powell
and John Steinbach for their
efforts here.

A new manufacturer, Pacific
Rail Shops, has announced
plans for a series of steam-
era freight cars. These
will be high—guality plastic
craftsman kits similar to
the Gould line in HO. The
molds are being machined at
this time, and 3 should ex-
perience a state—of—the-art
advance when these kits be-
come available.

'' S " c e n e r y Unlimited hats
joined the growing list of S
importers. Let's hope that
their gas-electric is a suc-
cess and perhaps more models
will follow. Omnicon has
announced new models whi ie
Overland's line of S models
continues to be the broadest
in the scale. Also, a brand
new S brass importer wi 1 1
show his wares at Detroit
for the first time.

A new S publication has been
announced by former NAS6
President Rollain Merrier.
Rollie plans to bring the S
Gauge Herald back to life in
living color and have his
first issue available at the
NASG convention in Detroit.
Bood luck, Rollie'

NASG continues to grow and
expand its services to mem-
bers. The BISPATC H is
steadily improving, the tank
cars have arrived (some ver-
sions are already sold out).
administrative affairs (mem-
berships, etc.) have been
consolidated in new offices
complete with a volunteer
secretary using a personal
computer, and changes to the
NASG constitution are being
submitted to members for
their ratification.

S gauge is alive, healthy, and
growing. Let's get together
in Detroit and celebrate a
good year. See you there!

EDITORIAL

HELP!!

We have a critical shortage of
material suitable for our
front covers. Any well—com-
posed high—interest black-and-
white ink drawings and photo-
graphs (negatives or glossy
BxlO vertical -for mat prints)
will be greatly appreciated.

We continue to experiment with
the DISPATCH'S format and tex-
ture. You may have noticed
that Vol. V I I I No. 4 was
printed on white glossy paper
— including the cover. And
its layout, w h i l e probabl y
pleasing overall, was not par-
ticularly consi stent. Vol. IX
No. 1 was printed on matte
white stock and utilized a
heavier, tinted stock for the
cover.

The layout of Vol. IX No. 1
was more consistent. You may
have noticed, for ex amp 1 e ,
that the feature articles and
bona fide news were printed in
two—column format, whereas the

recurring theme—oriented col-
umns appeared in three—column
format. We expect to stick to
this scheme.

I cannot tell as I write this
what this issue w i l l 1 ook
like, as the process of laying
out the pJLSPATCH occurs after
my e d i t o r i a l is completed.
However. we may experiment
again with glossy paper and
type styles.

To give you some idea of the
relative effort I expect to
invest, my objectives, in or-
der of importance to me, are
as foilows:

1. Continue to produce a
magazi ne (NOT a. newsl et —
ter) with meaningful, in-
teresting content.

2. Showcase the work of
others.

3. Edit the content so as
to provide maximum reada-
bility with minimum typo-
graphical errors while
preserving the intent and

style of the individual
contributors.

4, Improve the cosmetic
image of the DISPATCH.

If you have any opinions or
suggestions, please feel free
to send them to me.

Jf

Ed itor:

I would like to express my ap-
preciation to the members of
the NASG Brass Car Committee
for their unselfish efforts in
providing previou.sl y —unava.il —
able products.

ent Si nger
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REVIEWER'S WORKBENCH

Atsan Ice Company (Unite Ground Model Works,
available through Hoquat Hobbies, P.O. Box
235, Dunellen, NJ O8B12)

White Ground Model Works is known in other
scales as a producer o-f highly-detailed, at-
tractive buildings suitable for the layout
•foreground. The Atsan Ice Co. (get it?), al-
ready produced in HO and N, marks the manufac-
turer's entry into S scale., and it is a wor—
thy start.

Hopper Cars: NASG 1986 Convention Car and
Offset-Side Car (American Models, 22O55 W.
Brandon, Farmington Hills, MI 48O24)

The Ford Motor Company once used a fleet of
hopper cars to move coal and coke around its
sprawling complex of plants in the Detroit
area. Thus, it is most appropriate for the
Southwestern Michigan S Gaugers to select this
car as the prototype for the 1986 NASG Conven-
t i on Car.

This ice plant is neither the typical brick
urban ice house nor the traditional railyard
plant capable of icing many refrigerator cars,
although it's adaptable to the latter use by
extending the elevated platform beyond the ma-
terials included. I'd peg the kit as, say, a
small—town adjunct to a canning plant.

The materials, all first class, include the
brick building walls, which are crisply—de-
tailed white plaster castings, a number of
neatly—cut scribed wood siding pieces, and
bundles of color—coded stripwood. There is a
Brandt door for the wooden part of the build-
ing, and (only) four blocks of plastic ice.
This assortment is wel1 —explained in a set of
detailed drawings and logical, clear instruc-
tions. You have to provide roof material, but
templates are given for cutting it. The card-
stock sheets on which the plaster castings are
mounted would work except for the staple
holes, but you could cover them with shingles
or tarpaper.

A color photo (of the HO model ') on the kit
box indicates a highly 1abor —intensi ve opera-
tion, but the kit does not include the fig-

or otherures ,
ons

but the kit does not inc
the soda vending machine, add-

I haven't built the kit, but it looks like an
interesting project, definitely not a. quickie.
All the parts look like they will fit together
properly. The variation possibilities are
welcome, and typical of a craftsman kit. I
hope we can look forward to more S scale pro-
ducts from White Ground.

— Tor,-y Perles

The model is a custom—1ettered rib—side hop-
per, with which most S sealers are already fa-
miliar. It is too big and too modern for the
Ford car, but such considerations do not apply
to commemorative car. I did make one change,
however. The side lettering says the car has
a K-2 triple valve, so I gave it one, instead
of using the AB brake set furnished. Later I
may use Andrews Trucks and try a staff-mounted
brake wheel.

The convention cars are available in two num-
bers, 1986 and 2O08 (a prototype number).
They w i l l be sold at the convention for
$17.0O, or can be ordered postpaid for $18.5O
from Dan Navarre, 6160 Upper Straits, West
Bloomfield, MI 48033. Do NOT order these cars
from American Models or any other source. We
highly recommend that you buy one or two.

The other new item is the offset—side hopper
car. Although obviously based on the tooling
for the ribbed-side car, all its dimensions
are exactly correct for the AAR offset-side
design. This construction was recommended in
the thirties as a way to get greater cubic ca-
pacity in the same body width. However, the
inside ribs turned out to be very vulnerable
to damage in loading and unloading,

I have only two picky complaints, which apply
to the ribbed—side hoppers as well:

1. Ladders. The rungs are much too far
apart and could only be climbed by an O
scale man. I used Brandt Line ladders on
the of f set—side car; two rungs and the
mounting pins were removed for this in —
stal1ati on.

2. Lettering. On all cars it is incom-
plete; on some it is variously unrealis-
tic; and car numbers need scrutiny, The
New York Central offset car is black,
which is correct only for pre-1943 cars.
After 1943 ail NYC hoppers were painted
boxcar red. The Santa Fe car's herald is
too modern (1943 and later) for its "new"
date of 1938, This matter can be recti-
fied with a sheet of "older" herald decals
(1905-19425 available from The Train Shop,
321 S. Monroe, San Jose, CA 95126. For *2
you get enough heralds, in good S scale



size, -for four cars, plus -four larger her-
alds for buildings.

Overall, the car is excellent. Correction of
these complaints can be considered to fall un-
der the superdetai1 ing of an already fine mod-
el. Again — highly recommended.

— Tony Perles

RailstaRR Computer Program (Me tree on Asso-
ciates Inc., 64O8 W. College Dr., Phoenix, AZ
85033, *45. plus *2.OO shipping)

I have a fairly large layout with two yards
and 13O freight cars. While one individual
can operate it, it is more fun with three
operators — one for each yard as well as a
mainline engineer. We had been leaving train
make—up to the yard operators, who would em-
ploy whatever logic came to mind — all the
eastern cars, all the red cars, all cars of a
particular railroad, etc. It was clear that
we needed some way to provide for more real-
istic train make-up. Card-order systems are
too bulky for the size of the operation, and I
didn't want to attach waybill markers to each
car either.

fly wife bought me RailstaRR for Christmas.
This little gem is just the ticket. It gener-
ates manifests (for through freights) and
switchlists (for way freights). RailstaRR
generates through—freight manifest printouts
by randomly selecting cars in the yard of or-
igin. The yard operator makes up the train
from the manifest printout, and the road en-
gineer takes the train to the destination
yard. Once this is done, the road engineer
tells RailstaRR that the train has been deliv-
ered. RailstaRR thereupon records the new lo-
cations of each car. Manifests can be genet—
ated independently from each separate yard.
If you don't "like" a particular manifest
printout, ask for another. It will be quite
different.

The switchlist feature works differently.
RailstaRR has a record of each industry on the
layout, the required frequency of pick-ups and
set—outs, and the types of cars required by
each industry. RailstaRR generates switch-
lists by interrogating these industry require-
ments and randomly selecting suitable cars in
the originating yard. The switch list con-
tains both set—outs and pick-ups.

RailstaRR distinguishes — and keeps track of —
empty and load status of each car, allows you
to specify approximate train length, and has a
locomotive assignment feature. It even allows
you to temporarily assign cars to a "bad or-
der" roster, which takes them out of circula-
tion (for whatever reason you may have). As
long as you exclusively use RailstaRR for gen-
erating and moving consists, the computer will
keep precise track of the locations of all
cars on your layout. RailstaRR can handle up
to four yards and two divisions.

It will take you some time to input your ros-
ter; initial car locations (hint: put all cars
in the same yard to begin with - if you can);
and industry names, track capacities, and re-
quired car types. This need be done only
once; RailstaRR keeps all updated data on its
program disk for you. The instructions are
very easy to follow, and the program's menus
and prompts are generally self—explanatory.

RailstaRR is not without its faults. For one
thing, although the RailstaRR supposedly can
handle up to 400 cars, a program bug limits
you to 99. For another, the handling of lo—*
comotive assignments is incomplete. The pro-
gram assumes that any locomotive on the entire
railroad is potentially available for assign-
ment, whether or not it is available in the
originating yard. Cabooses are not recognized
at all.

RailstaRR is written in the BASIC language,
and can therefore be modified by knowledgeable
customers. I have corrected the 99—car "bug"
and alerted the manufacturer. Interested
RailstaRR owners may send me a self—addressed
stamped envelope for the error correction. I
have also implemented a complete locomotive
assignment capability.

RailstaRR versions are available for both the
Apple II and the IBM F'C (and compatibles).

— Dick Karnes

Passenger Car Underbodv Detail Parts (Pr oto-
type S Scale Parts, available through Hoquat
Hobbies, P.O. Box 235, Dunellen, NJ 08812)

S scale passenger car modelers have always had
a rough time. Even after American Models, un-
derbody detail remained a problem. About all
one could do, short of scratch-building, was
search out over— or undersized HO and O parts
and begin cobbling from there.

Prototype S Scale Parts has introduced a line
of underbody detail epoxy resin castings, in-
tended mainly for modern streamlined equip-
ment. I examined their water system, battery
boxes, air reservoirs, ice—engine air condi-
tioning, and coach seats. The castings are of
reasonable quality and are painted grey. Some
of the tank castings are a bit rough, but a
few swipes with a small file will take care of
that. All underbody parts are wel1—detailed
and properly scaled. They are a welcome addi-
tion to the passenger modeler 's parts bin.
Excellent installation instructions are in-
cluded with each part.

The coach seats are the only disappointment.
They are very narrow (only 15" wide, rather
than the proper 19—20"), which makes them more
like economy air coach seats. They also have
a center arm rest, which is uncharacteristic
of railroad seats.

- Jim Kindraka



A MACK "BULLDOG" COAL DELIVERY TRUCK
IN S SCALE

by Don Thompson

We have seen a lot of coal—hauling activity in
the last -few years in S. With the advent o-f
the ribbed-side hoppers this year, it is obvi-
ous that any model railroad hauling this much
coal must also have retail coal dealers. In
addition to the 1930s "COE" (cab—over—engine)
Mack coal truck o-f-fered by Frank Titman o-f Le—
high Valley Models, you can now easily make a
Mack "Bulldog" coal delivery truck.

The latest addition to Matchbox's "Models o-f
Yesteryear" series is No. Y3O, a 192O Model AC
Mack. The Mack AC "Bulldogs" were made from
1916 to 1936. The model has a zamak hood,
cab, and body; the chassis, wheels, and steer-
ing wheel are plastic. The wheels are models
o-f the Dayton cast—steel wheels with solid
rubber tires. The -five spokes are correct -for
the front wheels, but the rear wheels should
have seven.

The -first thing we have to do is take the
truck apart. Use a #55 drill bit (O.07O") to
drill into the center o-f the head o-f the pin
holding the hood to the chassis. I drilled
this about 3/8" deep, which 3s the tap size
for a 2-56 machine screw. Do not drill too
deep, or you will come through the top of the
hood. Then use a Dremel tool with a 3/16"
ball end mill to cut away the rest of the pin
head. Try not to cut into the plastic chas-
sis. When the hood comes free -from the chas-
sis, clean out the #55 hole and thread it with
a 2—56 tap. You will then be able to use a 2—
56 x 3/16" screw and washer to reassemble the
vehicle. Using the 3/16" ball end mill again,
grind away the pin which holds the body to the
chassis. You should now be able to separate
the body from the chassis.

B

If you want to add a windshield or paint the
seat, use the Dremel ball end mill again and
grind away the head of the pin which holds the
cab to the cab floor. When these come apart,
slide out the seat. The seat can be painted
light or dark earth.

To make the 156" (2-7/16") wheelbase chassis
far our coal delivery truck, we will have to
shorten the one we now have. Cut the chassis
squarely at points A, B, and C (see Fig. 1).
By doing so, you will have cut away an 11/32"
section between A and B, and another 1/8" off
the rear end of the chassis. Discard these
extra pieces. Cement the two remaining chas-
sis pieces squarely together, points ft to B,
adding a 1/2" x 1-3/8" piece of .O2O" sheet
styrene to the underside of the joint for ex-
tra strength. At point C, cement a new rear
onto the frame, made from a 5/32" x 21/32"
piece of .020" styrene (see Fig. 2).

Template A

I constructed the coal bunker to resemble the
LVM COE Mack, but I made it a little longer
and used styrene instead of wood. Start by
making two end panels (see template "A").

Fig. 1 Fig. 2



Then from a 1-15/16" strip of .020" styrene
sheet chop off the two side panels < 13/32"
wide), two slope panels (1/2" wide), and a
bottom panel (7/16" wide). The bunker is
assembled upside down. First assemble one
side panel to one end panel , overlapping the
side panel on the end panel. Do the same with
the other side and end panels, producing two
"L"-shaped subassemblies. Then cement these
together to form a box, again being careful to
overlap the sides on the ends. Next, cement
the bottom panel in place, being careful to
center it so that the slope panels will fit
properly. Then the two slope panels are ce-
mented in place. If they fit too tightly,
bevel their edges so they fit properly. Don't
worry about little gaps; the next paragraph
will take care of them. Cut two frame rails
1-9/32" long from Evergreen . 1OO" x .O4O"
strip styrene. These are cemented to the bot-
tom panel, 11/32" apart, keeping their ends
flush with the edges of the slope panels.
They should be parallel , and the last one
should be recessed 1/16" from the end of the
bunker.

Next we will make all the horizontal rails and
vertical ribs from Evergreen styrene strip and
attach them to the bunker. All the remaining
horizontal rails are made from . 1OO" x . O4O"
strip; all the vertical ribs are made from
.03O" square strip. First, cut and cement the
top horizontal rails to fit flush with the in-
side of the bunker, overlapping the side pan-
els. Next cut the twelve vertical ribs 3/8"

Fig. 3 Fig. H

long, and space five of them equidistant on
each side (see Fig. 3). On the rear (coal-un-
loading) end (see Fig. 4) attach the two ver-
tical braces 3/8" apart, centered and butted
up against the top rail. Next cut and attach
the lower side rails on both sides and the
rear end. They are butted against the verti-
cal ribs, and cover the seams between the side
and slope panels. Cement two 25/32" long ver—
tical ribs to the front panel , again 3/8"
apart and centered. These should run from the
top rail to the bottom of the bunker. Now add
two more . O3O" square strips to extend the
vertical ribs on the rear end to the bottom of
the bunker. Finish off the rear of the bunker
by making the coal shutoff frame and lever
from .030" square styrene (see Fig. 4).

If you don't want to waste a lot of scale coal
filling the entire bunker, now is the time to
install a false bottom. I made mine from a 1—
3/32" x 1-29/32" piece of .020" styrene and
cemented it 3/32" below the top of the bunker.

Now make the cab protector and coal partitions
•from 1-3/32" lengths of . O2O" styrene and in-
stall them. The cab protector is 5/16" high
with beveled edges. The partitions are 1/4"
high, and rest on top of the false bottom if
one i s used.

Paint all the parts individually and then be-
gin to assemble them. Attach the cab, with
its seats, to the frame. Then attach the
hood. Finally, cement the bunker in place.
You may want to letter the bunker with your
favorite coal company's name before you cement
it to the frame. As a last detail, I made a
windshield out of 1/32" plexiglas (acrylic),
13/32" x 27/32". I masked off the upper
center portion, 9/32" x 25/32", and painted
the unmasked edge area the same color as the
hood. When the backing and the paint mask are
peeled off, you will see a very realistic
windshield. Use epoxy or ACC to attach the
windshield to the hood and cab roof.

Depending on the era you are modeling, head-
lights can be added, or the oil lights can be
reapplied. License plates can be made by ap-
plying white C-D-S lettering to a black back-
ground and reducing on a Xerox machine. I
used 3/32" lettering and a reduction of about
65 percent. You can then color the Xerox with
magic markers to produce colored numbers. I
used orange and achieved a nice effect. Now
all we have to do is put a little coal in the
bunker, and off we go on a delivery.

For an extra touch, you can convert the van
body to a storage shed. Pop the plastic roof
out of the metal body and paint flat or grimy
black. The body can be painted a flat color
like F'actra light or dark earth, or forest
green. F'aint just enough so that you can
still see the original letters showing
through. Reassemble the van and place it next
to a building.
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SHORT & EASY

by Kent L. Singer

MOTORIZED CART

About a year and a half ago I was flipping
through the (then new) Nov. 1984 Railroad Mod-
el Craftsman. When I got to Page 96, I saw a
photo in Chuck Yungkurth's article "Freight
Houses and Railroad L.C.L. Service." The pho-
to shows a loading platform with dozens of mo-
torized carts on it. S scale being the scale
where patience is more of a necessity than a
virtue, it has taken me until now to build the
pilot models and write it up. I recommend us-
ing that photo as an additional guide when
building these carts.

Start by shaping the motor housing from sty-
rene or wood. If wood is used, apply several
coats of sanding sealer. Next, form the seat
from Plastruct 1/4" angle and center it on top
of the motor housing. I used the embossed
foil paper that comes in flip—top cigarette
packs for the motor screen, but I'm sure that
there are suitable substitutes. Anyway, the
screen is centered on the front of the motor
housing. Add the lever to the forward left
corner of the motor housing.

MOTORIZED

CART NOTE '•
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Next, form the base and skirts from .O3O" and
.O1O" styrene respectively. Start assembly by
fastening the side and skirts to the base with
skirts extending above the base by only an
inch or so. Add the front skirt by first fas-
tening on one side, letting the solvent dry
and then wrapping it around the other side. A
fast—drying solvent is a real asset during
this step. The front skirt may have to be
trimmed shorter or a gap may have to be filled
in where it meets the second side; it all de-
pends on how the front of the base is shaped.

The steering column assembly is made up of a
piece of 1/16" brass tube, a .020" circular
styrene base, and four .O1O" triangular sty—
rene flanges. I used three or four different
glues and cements to get this combination to
stay together. This would have been a lot
easier if I had some styrene tube on hand.
Once the steering assembly is together, fasten
it at the front of the base with one flange
facing forward. Then drill through the column
base and the cart base with a .032" drill bit
passing dawn through the brass tube.

Form the steps and step brackets and fasten
them to the underside of the base at the for-
ward end of the side skirts. Add the motor
housing/seat assembly at the -forward corner of
the left side skirt. Add the pedal to the
right of the steering column assembly.

Next, choose three 12—inch diameter wheels
from a suitable HO or N scale vehicle. If all
else fails, punch out a few more pieces of
.020" styrene and stack them together. Assem-
ble the axle posts and rear wheels on the axle
and fasten them to the underside of the base.

Finally, mount the front wheel on the steering
rod/front axle and push the straight part up
through the base. Blue the tiller to the top
of the steering rod. Spray the entire cart
Pullman Green.

Mr. Singer has aade the observation that his
articles always see* to deal with material-
haTidling equipment. He welcomes suggestions
Tor future topics from the readership, espe—
daily if they deal with something other than
mater ial — /tandiin g.

8



TRADE NEWS AND VIEWS

by Don Thompson

My column will be a little different -for this
issue of the Dispatch. The only new product
that I will be listing is the return o-f the S
Gauge Herald by our very own NASE past-presi-
dent, Rollie Mercier. I guess you all know
now that Rollie will be returning that trade-
mark o-f S to the marketplace with his first
issue out in July. It will -follow the same
successful -formula carried out by Frank Titman
and Wally Collins for so many years, but will
also have a few extras. Please send your sub-
scriptions to Rollie at 46OO Duke St., Box
427, Alexandria, VA 223O4. Subscription rates
are *15 for 1 year (six issues), *27 for two
years and *39 for three years.

However, I now feel that I can leave the new-
product news to these magazines (the NEW S
Gauge Herald and S Gauqian) . They come out
more often and have less lag time between ar-
ticle completion and delivery. Another source
of Current S News (with only 7 days lag time)
is the Hoquat Hobbies newsletter (Box 253,
Dunellen, NJ 08812). Six issues will cost you
only a buck. So, I'm trying out a theme for-
mat for spotlighting already-available pro-
ducts. This issue's theme is:

CURRENTLY-AVAILABLE S TRACKWORK PRODUCTS

Code 1OO (i.e., .1OO" rail height) flex-track
is now the norm on most new layouts and mod-
ules that are being built, and we are blessed
with two sources. Tomalco (Box 158, McCraken,
KS 67566) came out with Standard gauge flex
track in 1979 a year or so after Swede Norlin
produced his Sn3 code 70 flex track. This was
the only game in town until Scenery Unlimited
(31O Lathrop St., River Forest, IL 60305) came
out with their flex-track this past winter.
There are several differences between these
two products. The Tomalco track has a smaller
and more prototypical spike and comes in 36"
lengths. Its plastic tiestrip is molded di-
rectly to the rail, and therefore it is quite
difficult to form a smooth curve. Excess ties
which you may want to remove are generally not
re—usable, as the small spikes tear off. Sce-
nery Unlimited's flex—track is much easier to
curve, comes in 39" lengths, and the ties that
you cut off can be reslid onto new pieces of
code 1OO rai1 .

NOTE - All bolls end nub aliall be
shcradized or gdwnizeo1.
All tinker shut be oak
and heated

IOOL.D. READING f

ELEVATION.

PLAN.

When I lay Scenery Unlimited's track on a
curve, I draw a pencil mark on the roadbed
showing the outline which the ends of the ties
will fallow. I then flex it to the general
shape and cut it to fit, put down three tracks
of glue along the track's path on the roadbed
(under the rails and down the center) , then
push the track into the glue and use push pins
to hold it in place until the glue dries. I
go over the freshly—laid track and make sure
the ends of the ties match the pencil line.
It is also easier to stagger your rail joints,
as the rail from one piece of flex track can
be pushed into the next. (Joint-staggering
eliminates the tendency of flex-track to form
kinks which are otherwise hard to avoid when
both rails are joined at the same place.)
Tomalco's track costs about 1O percent less
than Scenery Unlimited's, *O.O9 per inch ver—
sus *O.1O. When laying Tomalco's track, be-
ware. Part of the manufacturing die has be-
come worn, leaving a little flash on the bot-
tom side of the track which needs to be cut
away to get level track. This is not a big
deal, but I know several modelers who missed
this.

There can be one small problem with both of
these products. The tie spacing was made for
branch line or yards, rather than for main
line use. Also, the ties are only 8' long - a
little short for those that are modeling mod-
ern methods of railbed construction (which use
8'-6" or 9' ties).

Of course the grand—dad of all S flex—track is
Bar-Braves (RD #1 , P.O. Box 255A, North Rose,
NY 14516). This is almost exclusively used by
hi-railers, as all forms of A.F. run well on
it. When I had my hi-rail layout, I used this
track. I made the curves by bending the track
around my water heater. I am not sure whether
scale brass with a code 11O wheel will run on
this, but I think not.

Another tried—and—true form of S instant track
is the Miller tie strip. I am not sure wheth-
er these are still available, but if they are,
they are less expensive than flex—track. They
cost about $0.066 per inch when used with code
1OO rail (Rail Craft, 113O Eagle Dr., Fenton,
MO 63O26). The disadvantage to this product
is that you have to slide the ties on your—
self, the ties have no grain, and, instead of
having spikes hold the rail to the ties, lit-
tle spheres (the size of an S scale grape-
fruit) evenly spaced on the ties hold the rail
in place. Compared to today's flex-track they
do look a little odd. At one time a code 125
rail with the same base as code 1OO was avail-
able to slide into these ties. The spikes
were small enough to allow you to run hi—rail
and older A.F. with scale. (Ed. note: Hatch
out here. Sometimes you can find older (15
yrs. or Bore.) Hiller tie strip which has flat
rather than globular "spikes." This tie strip
is a good slide fit for "standard" .125 rail,
but Hill not hold ordinary HO . 1OO rail. It
does, howeverr hold Hide-base O scale -10O
rail. You might still be able to get some from
Right-O'-Way, 1O672 Ohio Ave., Los Angeles, CA
90024..)

I III!IIIIIIII I I I !
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Nowadays most hirailers shun code 125. Those
that don't use Gar—Graves can hand—lay code
148 (*16.50 for 10 meters, or *.085 per inch
less ties, available from Old Pullman Inc.,
2101 W. Atlantic Blvd., Pompano Beach, FL
33O69), originally developed as a more realis-
tic O scale rail. Although more expensive
than the code 125 rail, it allows the operator
to run both the old and new American Flyer as
well as scale on the same track. Remember, if
you have any turnouts at all in your track
plan and you are running scale and hi-rail or
A.F., YOU MUST USE CLOSED-FROG TURNOUTS. As
far as I know, these are available only from
Earl Eshleman (53 Maytown ave., Elizabethtown,
PA 17O22). He does not sell through dealers.

Many S layouts and modules have been built
with handlaid rail. (Mine is done in code 7O,
but it was started before the advent of S
flex-track in 1979.) First you need a source
of ties. The cheapest way is to cut your own
from Northeastern basswood strips. If you use
3/32" x 1/B" stripwood (producing an B"—wide
tie), the price runs about $O.O13 per tie for
an 8' tie. Kappler and Clover House (P.O Box
62, Sebastapol , CA 95472) both sell pre-cut S
and Sn3 scale ties. These are available in
either pine or redwood.

The spacing of ties varies depending on how
heavily the line is used (traffic volume,
speed and weight). A 20" to 21" tie center
for main lines and 22" to 23" for branch lines
is common. (This calculates to a range of
from 39 ties per foot to 32 ties per foot.
The current S scale flex—track have 36 ties
per foot, which is probably a fair compro—
mi se.)

Tie—laying is much easier if done with the aid
of a tie jig. One can be made from an 18"x 1'
x 4' pine board. With a radial arm saw, cut
the grooves across the board about 1/16" deep
and just a little wider than 1/8", Space the
grooves so as to produce the tie spacing you
want. The groove width allows the ties not to
be perfectly straight. You can put main—line-
spaced grooves on one side of the board and
branch—1ine—spacing on the other. The jig can
also be used to align ties for turnouts. If
you do not have a radial—arm saw, you can make
the jig by gluing half-height (1/16" thick)
ties, properly spaced, to the board.

To use the jig, place ties in the grooves,
line them up along one edge, and lay a strip
of 1/2" masking tape from end to end down the
centers of all the ties. Remove the ties from
the jig simply by lifting up one end of the
tape and peeling it off the jig. Once out,
you have what looks like the backbone of a
fish. I use either white glue, carpenter's
glue or matte medium to glue the ties to the
roadbed. You can either put the glue on the
ties first fY'ice// — Ed, } or the roadbed
first. Once the glue has completely set, use
sandpaper (120 aluminum oxide is nice) and a
sanding block to even up the tops of the ties.

Be sure to use a three-point track gage to
keep your rail aligned when spiking. They are
available from Train Stuff (2821 Asbury Ave.,
Wayside, NJ O7712) for rail codes 7O, 83, 1OO
and 125. To make one for code 148, take the
125 gage and file the outside edge of the
three slots with a needle file until the head
of a piece of code 148 rail just passes
through the slot. Remember to lay one rail at
a time. Use the three—point gage (with the two
points on the in-place rail) to locate the
other side. On curves I do the outside rail
first. Remember that the single arm of the
three—point gage points to the center of the
radius. This assures a marginally—wider track
gauge on curves, a desirable feature, (If you
use the gauge backwards, you will have too
tight a track gauge on curves, and your loco-
motive wheels may bind and derail.)

Jk

I believe that the Rail Craft small spikes are
the best for every application in S, Once you
get the knack of not bending them, they look a
million times better than some of those "Live
Steam" spikes Walthers passes off as HO. Rail
Craft also makes nickle silver rail (both reg-
ular and weathered) for code 55, 7O, 83 and
1OO as well as rail joiners for the same si-
zes. When spiking, start the spike on one side
of the rail, inserting it about half—way in.
Then on the same tie, push the opposite spike
in all they way, and finish by pushing the
first spike home. On straight track I use a
straight —edge after spiking at intervals
slightly shorter than the straight—edge. Then
I spike against the straight edge to keep the
rail straight. When you are done every tie
should be spiked, but every fifth tie is
enough to check it out. After each rail is
laid I check it for accuracy with the NASG
check gage (NASG Clearing House, 141-B Gordon
Rd., Matawan, NJ O7747).

You can get Kadee (72O South Grape St. , Med-
ford, OR 975O1) spikers for code 70, 83, and
100 rail. Once the rail is tacked down (every
fifth tie), the Kadee spiker can automatically
put two spikes on either side of the rail. It
works like a stapler, and is an expensive tool
to buy.

EDITOR'S ADDENDUM

A variation of the "piano key" tie jig which
Don went ions can be made by putting the tie-
slots on one side only. This allows you to
attach a 1" by 2" board along one edge as an
aid in quickly lining up all the ties — Sim-
ply tilt the jig backward slightly and tap it

&or* Jttxj /O-ff • —
—/-j--—̂ —/:̂ " p^J /̂ •.4_ /-̂  _
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a few times. You may also find it convenient
to draw a pencil line lengthwise along the jig
so as to be on the tie centerlines. I line up
one edge of my masking tape along this line,
Hhich allows me to locate the ties on track
centerlines drawn on the layout.

I have found the Kadee spiker to be indispen-
sable, allowing me to lay many yards of track
in a single evening. I get nice, solid track
by spiking each rail at every second or third
tie. Here's hoM I do it:

Straight track: Hand-spike both rails every
11" or 12". Sight along the rails and adjust
their alignment accordingly. Do NOT use the
Kadee spiker for this. Then, using the spi —
ker, work on one rail at a time and drive a
pair of spikes at the approximate mid—point
(i.e., 5—1/2" to 6"). Continue in this man-
ner, always driving the next pair of spikes
midway between the last two pair. Check the
alignment occasionally, and adjust as neces-
sary. Stop when the spike spacing (every
third tie?) is sufficient for your preference.

Curved track: Lay one rail at a time. The
rail will form a smooth curve (a "spline"}
naturally; don't fight it. Spike the single
rail with the same "interval—halving" spiking
pattern used for straight track. Let the rail
determine its own location between spikes, ex-
cept where you need to "coax" it (e.g., where
there's a reverse curve, or where a curve runs
out into straight track). Do not put any in-
termediate spikes in the last 8" of rail until
the next rail is attached to it. Hhen laying
the second (parallel) rail, use your track
gauge to position the rail for every spike lo-
cation. Spike every third tie. (Do NOT use
the "interval—halving" technique employed for
the first rail,).

Don't forget to relieve the ties under your
rail joiners. (This can be done last, if you
prefer, with a square—end X—Acto blade.) Be
sure to tighten the adjacent spikes.

PRODUCTS MENTIONED IN THIS COLUMN

Clover House P.O Box 62, Sebastapol, CA
95472

Earl Eshleman, 53 Maytown Ave., Eliza-
bethtown, PA 17022

Hoquat Hobbies Box 253, Dunellen, NJ
08812

Kadee 720 South Grape St., Med-ford, OR
975O1

NASG Clearing House, 141 B Gordon Rd.,
Matawan, NJ 07747

Old Pullman Inc., 2101 W. Atlantic
Blvd., Pompano Beach, FL 33069

Rail Cra-ft, 113O Eagle Dr., Fenton, MO
63O26

S Gauge Herald, 4600 Duke St., Box 427,
Alexandria, VA 223O4

Train Stuff 2821 Asbury Ave., Wayside,
NJ 07712

That -finishes this installment. Next time
I will comtinue on with turnouts. fill com-
ments and suggestions will be greatly ap-
preciated. Please send them to:

Don Thomspon
2 Roberts Rd.

New Brunswick, NJ OS901

KITSASHINS SCALE CARS
•from

TOY BODIES
<Part 2)

by Dick Karnes

Introduction

In this installment we present easy conver-
sions based on American Flyer gondola bodies.
In the next issue we will cover tank car and
hopper car body conversions.

The Ultra-Versatile High-side Gondola

The American Flyer 42—foot high-side gondola
body is easily the most desirable for our sur—
gery. The simplest alteration produces a vis-
ually dramatic change (Fig. 3). I did not
even bother to repaint or reletter the car.
Ace No. 02012 hopper-car bolsters, Kadee No. 5
couplers, and your choice o-f trucks complete
the car.

Splicing two o-f these cars, cementing some
Northeastern angle stock along the top outside
edge o-f the sides and at each corner post, and
scratchbuiIding an AJax brake housing at one
corner produced the 65—-foot mill gondola1

shown in Fig. 4. Notice that all body cuts
are made adjacent to the cast—on ribs. Thus,
your cuts will be straight and will not show
on your -finished model.

For this car, I replaced the cast—on grab
irons with No. 851 Northeastern grabs. Care-
fully shave o-f-f the cast—on grabs on the car
sides with an X—Acto chisel—ended blade and
drill holes for the new grab irons using the
locations of the cast-on grabs to locate the
hole positions. Use a No. 76 drill bit in a
pin vise. Now remove all traces o-f the old
grabs by sanding with 4OO-grit emery paper,
push the grabs into the holes with needle—nose
pliers, and nip off the ends on the inside of
the carbody with side-cutting pliers. Remove
all end detail and sand smooth. Replace only
the grab irons on the end sill. Huff-N—Puff
No. 26O1 sill steps on the ends of the sides
complete the car.

If you want a prototypical brake—wheel hous-
ing, refer to the accompanying sketch and the
photo in the footnoted reference for the gen-
eral arrangement. I made mine from a scrap of
sheet brass, Liberty Models brake set parts, a
Huff-N-Puff Ajax brake gear housing, and some
scale chain. I soldered all this together
with low-melting-point 6O-40 solder, but this
is a ticklish operation. I suggest you use
ACC or fast—setting epoxy instead. Be sure to
install an extra—length coupler on this end
(as the prototype does). I used a Kadee No. 6
coupler in a No. 8 draft gear box here.

Now take a look at the modern-style 42—foot
hydracushion boxcar in Fig. 5. Yep, it is
really two of the same old A. F. gondola bod-
ies with the top-edge flanges removed, then
cemented together top-against—top. The roof
is two sheets of plain ,04O sheet styrene cut
oversized, butted at the car centerline.
Grind enough of the cast-on brake cylinder
away to allow the roof pieces to rest on the
center sill. Cement the roof pieces in place,
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IBLJRE: 3

DISCARD

CHANGE
DIRECTION
OF CUT
AT RIB

K— -̂ -_

4TH RIB 2ND

— === — rr

_ __ — ,
RIB

' DISCARD

CUT EVEN WITH
BOTTOM OF FLOOR CUT

AT RIBS

CUT EVEN WITH
BOTTOM OF FLOOR

LINE OF UNDERFRAME
(DO NOT CUT)

JOIN -TRIANGULAR STYRENE GUSSETS GLUED IN PLACE
(MAKE CENTER SILL CONTINUOUS)

let dry, and trial and file in place to create
the slight (1/32") overhang. The end plat-
forms are from Liberty Models, For each end,
epoxy one of these platforms to the top o-f a
Kadee No. 4 c oup 1 er — dr a-f t gear assembly,
against the front flange. This assembly is in
turn epoxied to the end of the bottom of the
car. The doors with their tracks are cut out
from an old A, F, plug—door box car body. The
photograph shows the finished re5U.lt, (Save
this cut—up boxcar body, we will use it later
under- the heading "Apples and Oranges'1 in a
f uture i ssu.e. )

(Mexr issue: A five—dome Mine car and a quad
hopper , i

1 Lucas, W. A, , Locomat i ves and Cars Since
19OQ, Simmons—Boardman, Mew York. 1959, p.
98
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i GLJRE:

TOP

REMOVE AND DISCARD FLANGE
REMOVE SIDE & END
LADDERS FROM
ONE BODY ONLY

BOTTOM
1=3

-

PLAIN .040 STYRENE TRIANGULAR STYRENE END FASCIA

JOIN

LINE

STYRENE PLATFORM NORTHEASTERN
"HAT" SECTION

TRIANGULAR
STYRENE BITS

DOOR AND SLIDES
CUT FROM A.F. BOXCAR

KADEE #4

r JOIN

Hu-f-f 'n' Puff
Ajax brake gear

(wheel not shown)
solder; round the joint

with small -file

* chain

Liberty Models
brake rocker

make -from thin
sheet brass

attach to
car corner



THE OLDEST "S" BAUGE MODULAR LAYOUT

by Lee M. Johnson

S gauge modular layout building and operation
has increased dramatically in the last -few
years, culminating with the module "get—to-
gether" theme o-f the upcoming 1986 NASG Con-
vention in Detroit. However, -few realize that
the roots o-f S gauge modules can be traced
back to early 1972, when the Delaware Valley S
Baugers (Phi1adelphia—Al1entown area) were
trying to -find ways to stimulate modeling ac-
tivities within the club. Matt Lacko suggest-
ed that each club member construct a modular
section of a layout as had been done by the 0
gauge traction group in the Philadelphia area.
Matt reworked an article -from the Sept. 1969
issue of Traction Si Models entitled Bring Your
Own Layout, by Everett F. Wood, which became
the basis -for the S gauge module specifica-
tions.

Straight double—track mainline modules meas-
uring 15" by 4' were constructed by DVSB mem-
bers Bob Christ, Merton Smith (both deceased),
Burt Mahr, CLi -f-f Brown, Frank Titman, and
yours truly. All sections were built with
trackwork laid to NMRA standards. We used a
mainline track—center spacing of 2—3/4" and a
floor—to—rai1 top dimension of 32—1/4". <This
was later found to be too low, and was raised
an additional 8".) The various modules were
laid with code 1OO,125, 172, and GarGraves
rai 1 .

OOMN8ON

Matt Lacko built this 13— foot yard and
switching module by placing two hollow-
core doors end— to — end. Locomotive
pulling passenger train (upper center)
is NASG #5567 4-8-2 built to test NASG
wheel standard S— 4.

JOHNSON

Frank Titman 's S Scale Loco & Supply 2—
8-4 and Lehigh Valley Models 2-3-O are
about to pass each other on Lee John-
son 's yard — to— main— 1 i ne module. All
track and switchwork in the photo are
hand-laid on wood ties.

The rail extended to the ends of each module
(no filler track between modules). Although
there were large rail gaps between some of the
modules, the vertical alignment of the track-
work did not create a problem. It was event-
ually determined that the last five or so ties
on the ends of each module should be wooden
with hand—laid spikes in order that small nor—
izontal adjustments could be made.

Since most of the DVSG members who had layouts
used pneumatic switch machines, we decided
that module switches would be either pneumat-
ically or manually—controlled. For track pow-
er, bus cables were run the length of each
module with feeder wires to each rail, with a
single quick-disconnect used between modules.
In 1976 Matt Lacko designed a simplified elec-
trical intermodular connection using two—pin
male/female connectors. This allowed the mod-
ules to be interconnected in any desired af—
rangement.

Ed Loizeaux 's Oriental NW-2 switcher
and train on Frank Titman's module.

One of the most interesting modules was Merton
Smith's, which had a two—track main line plus
a third track as a passing siding. Its unique
feature was its mountainous backdrop, which
Merton constructed from real rocks! Have you
ever tried to pick up a 40-pound backdrop? It
usually took two people to set up Merton 's
module.

I installed cab control on my modules in order
to increase operating flexibility. Although
cab control complicates the wiring of a mod-
ule, the improved operation of the total lay-
out was worth it.

While building the modules, DVSG was planning
the 1973 NASB Convention in Willow Grove
(Philadelphia area). Because only straight
module sections were being constructed, I de-
cided to build corner sections in order to
provide continuous running of trains on the
modules during the convention. We were able
to set up an 8' by 2O* layout for the conven-
tion.
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After the 1973 convention, Bert Mahr gave me
his module, which allowed me to set up a small
two—track oval with a passing siding in my
basement. Later, after the 1976 show, Frank
Titman gave me his module, which allowed me to
expand the modular layout in my basement. The
yard modules I had built utilized code 1OO and
125 rail with Eshleman and home—built switch-
es, along with some track and switches sal-
vaged from a layout I built in the early '50s
during my junior high school days. Completion
of the yard allowed me to move some of my rol-
ling stock out of boxes and onto the layout.
The yard module and the yard—to—mainline con-
necting module gave me a chance to try my hand
at building a lap switch and a rail crossing.
In order to use the one—foot section I had
built to make Matt Lacko's door sections fit
in the layout, I decided to build another one-
foot section to enable me to try my hand at
building a bridge. By this time I had an 8'
by 17' modular layout with two spurs, two pas-
sing sidings, and a yard to operate at home.

LEE J OMIMSOISI

A long freight drag double—headed by
Lehigh Valley Models 2-8-Os built by
Frank Titman and Si Behrens traverses
Merton Smith's module. The scenic
background consists of real rocks bolt-
ed to the edge of the module. This is
probably the world's heaviest module!

In 1974 Matt Lacko used two doors end—to—end
to build a 13—foot long mainline and yard mod-
ule. Using Matt's modules in conjunction with
a yard and connecting modules which I had con-
structed during the same time period, we were
able to set up a 12' by 21' layout with a yard
on each side. This layout was operated during
the 1774 NMRA Mid-East Region Convention at
Valley Forge, F'A, and at a two—day model rail-
road hobby show at Union, NJ in December 1976.
The 1974 NMRA MER Convention became a set-up
challenge, as our layout had to be set up in a
third—floor meeting room, and some of our
items wouldn't fit in the elevator.

Lee Johnson's Sierra Railroad #2 (a Rex
Dockside) pulls a train over one of the
curved modules. The curved turnout was
hand —laid with code 125 rail on wood
ties.

Bill Fraley switches the yard module
with Matt Lacko's converted AF Baldwin
switcher and Frank Titman's converted
Kemtron Shay, while two Lehigh Valley
Models 2—8—Os rumble by with a freight
drag on the main line.

In late 1979 my company transferred me to the
San Francisco area. Needless to say, the mov-
ers had quite a time packing the modular lay-
out sections. Eventually the modular layout
was set up in one stall of my three-car garage
(you can forget about basements in Califor-
nia). However, it didn't take long far the
layout to go on display again. This time the
Bay Area S Sealers pitched in to help move and

I_OX ZEALJX

Ed Loizeaux's NW—2 switches cars on toe
yard module.
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operate my modular layout at the 1981 NMRA Na-
tional Convention at San Mateo, CA. We were
all exhausted after about -four days of operat-
ing the layout, but we -felt we had contributed
considerably toward the promotion of S gauge.
The BASS members showed the modular layout
again in 1983 at the NMRA Joint PCR/PSR Con-
vention in San Jose.

During the next couple of years, the locomo-
tive terminal module and a caboose track were
completed. Structures added to the locomotive
terminal and yard area provided a more com-
plete appearance. The modules as now complet-
ed were set up and operated at the 1985 NASB
Convention in Sacramento, and in December
1985, BASS members Jerry Porter, Tony Perles,
Bill Roberts, Arden Boehring, Ed Loizeaux, and
I transported the modular layout to Napa, CA
for a model railroad show.

Bay Area S Sealers Lee Johnson, Tony
Perles, Arden Boehring, Bill Roberts,
Jerry Porter (left to right), and Ed
Loizeaux (not shown) set up the modular
layout at the Dec. '85 model railroad
show.

The modules have been a true learning experi-
ence. Building ten of them myself has allowed
me to try a variety of different scenery and
building techniques. In addition, the good
and bad points of the modules have been evalu-
ated and have been input to the NASB module
committee.

Responding to questions and statements from
onlookers makes the effort of layout set-up
and tear—down worthwhile. Their comments and
questions invariably include "What gauge is
this?" "Is this O gauge?" "That is a nice size
to model." "Do you have to make your own
equipment?" "I didn't know S gauge still ex-
isted." "I didn't know so much was available
in S gauge." Modular layouts are probably the
best promotional tool we have for S gauge.

Sierra RaiIroad #3 (a Rex Suburban)
leads a train on Bert Mahr's well—see-
nicked module. Track is code 1OO rail
in Miller tie strip.

Module track plan as set up in garage.
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Sierra Railroad caboose #12, the "Helen
M" (named -for Lee Johnson's mother-in-
law) , brings up rear o-f train on curved
module section.

TOP OF RAILS

NASG S-10 MODULE STANDARDS

Passed July 1985

A. When there are two mainline tracks, they
shall be 2—3/4" apart, center—to—center, at
the interface points.

B. Railhead shall be 42" above the floor at
the interface points.

C. Track shall accommodate wheels and wheel—
sets conforming to NASB Standard S-4.

Ed Loieeaux 's Oriental NW—2 switcher
hauls a train around one o-f Lee John-
son's curved modules. Depot is a Mini —
Structures kit.

Sierra Railroad #3 (a Rex Suburban) and
train passes by another trailed by
Sierra caboose #11 (Kinsman kit) on a
Lee Johnson module.

RAIL JOINERS

News of local S Gauge Clubs
by Silas Kayle

Greetings — We're back after too long an ab-
sence. Some of you have faithfully sent club
news while others have understandably given
up. Please send your clubs news to:

Rail Joiners
8900 Birchwood Lane
Bloomington, MN 55438

Included in the membership list just distribu-
ted is a list of all the clubs that have con-
tacted Don Thompson or me. You may be inter-
ested in joining one of them or telling me
about a group you belong to that is not on our
list.

Southeastern Michigan S Baugers

I thought we'd start off with the club that is
hosting the 1986 NASB convention. They have
an active membership of 29 strong! The SMSB
collects dues of $1Q.OO per calendar year and
a donation of fl.OO per meeting. They were
formed in 1978 and rotate monthly meetings
among the membership. The club owns a 6 x 6
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portable display layout and four corners of a
modular layout — individual sections are
owned by club members. In spite of their work
on the convention they still have time -for
other activities including displaying at Ann
Arbor and clinics at their monthly meeting.
Recently clinics were given by Kent Singer on
garbage cans from pencil tops, and by Kent and
Tom Hawley on Tom's homemade resistance sol-
dering unit.

State Line "S" Gaugers

Last April 19, there was a joint meet with the
Hawkeye club. About 60 attended and enjoyed
buying, selling and trading, watching videos,
or just visiting. Stateline may host the Fall
S Fest scheduled this year for October 24, 25,
26. Five layout tours are already lined up
•for Sunday. Their meeting on May 18 is at the
home o-f Jerry and Bridget Dangelo in Rockford.

Bristol S Gaugers

The Club just welcomed its 26th member, Joe
Lawless. The club has been busy participating
in the Breenberg Show April 5-6, the Bolton
show, April 26-27, and will have their layout
at the NMRA convention in Boston July 24-27.
Member Bob Wall writes a regular column about
his Penobscot Central R.R. -for their ten-page
newsletter. Annual membership is *7.OO, but a
dues increase to cover publishing costs is
likely. The club is considering its own
trailer to haul and store modules. The meet-
ing May 18 is at Tom Coughlan's in Mel rose.

Inland Empire 5 Gaugers Association

April 19 was the date of their meeting where
the annual "S"ecret Projects are shared. They
meet for a dinner in a private room of the
Butter's M i l l restaurant with wives and
guests, with displays, awards, and door
prizes. I don't know where I've been, but in
their newsletter was the first I'd heard of
STEAMEXPO. STEAMEXPO brought at least 24
steam engines to Vancouver BC from May 23
through June 1, 1986. A grand parade of all
engines operating proceeded to the downtown
Burrard Inlet waterfront on May 23rd. Excur-
sions were also arranged. A full—color 1986
calendar of 12 of the locos of STEAMEXPO is
available for *7.95 from STEAMEXPO, Box 34105,
Station D, Vancouver B.C. Canada V6J 4M1.

Pines and Prairies Workshop

This small (13) but active group has four ma-
jor S Scale layouts under construction. Dave
Jasper, Ken Zieska, Chuck Brummond, and Tom
Lennon are all busy making sawdust. They per-
iodically meet at each other's homes to help
move things along. Last May 1O they held the
"S"pring Fling at Ken Zieska's.

See you next issue! S, Kayle

LATE NEWS LATE NEWS LATE NEWS

The ORIENTAL F-Units announced
in the last issue have been

CANCELLED.

LATE NEWS LATE NEWS LATE NEWS

MANUFACTURER NEWS

Jerry Porter of Pacific Rail Shops (32O5 Helms
Rd. , Brants Pass, OR 97527) , the firm which
will be producing craftsman—type plastic kits
for steam—era freight cars, has expressed a
desire for help from our members. Trouble is,
Jerry has discovered inconsistencies in com-
mercially-available lettering sets in S and
other scales, and so would prefer precise data
from real cars. So, he's asking for volun-
teers to do individual research on 1930-195O
lettering schemes for common cars built in the
193O-1940 era. A typical example would be a
steel boxcar with double-sheathed wood sides.
Pacific Rail is arranging to have accurate
dry—transfer lettering made for their kits;
the lettering sets would also be available as
a separate product line to modelers and other
manufacturers. Pacific Rail is interested
mainly in major railroads, but will do some
minor roads and even some locomotive and ca-
boose lettering sets too if interest warrants.
Jerry would appreciate any supporting documen-
tation, such as photos, official diagrams,
dates, etc. which would verify the accuracy of
the data. Be sure to include lettering style,
color, year seen, size and placement, as well
as proper wording and numbers. Please write
to Jerry at the firm's address if you are in-
terested in helping out.

S SCALE
BRASS STREAMLINED PA5SENBER CAR SIDES

Here's a potential new S scale product. Den-
nis Henry, who makes the popular "Brass Car
Sides" line of HO gauge replacement sides for
streamlined passenger cars, is willing to make
them in S scale if he receives at least 5O or-
ders for any one type of side. The S scale
sides would have to have the same etched sur-
face details and grabiron holes as the current
HO sides and would probably be made from .012"
brass stock. They would be made to overlay
American Models sides, and could also be used
on j—c or Chester—type bodies. Price would be
between £25 and £3O per pair of sides.

Where to start? It seems logical to build on
what is ex i sting- and expand the consist of
American Models' Empire Builder. (Ran Bashis—
ta has no plans to do so.) Possible cars are:

"Ranch" coffee shop (6N 124O-45)
"Lake" diner (GN 125O series)
7-4-3-1 "River" Pullman (GN 126O series)
6-5-2 "Pass" Pullman (GN 1370 series)

There are 15 other possibilities as well:

C8<NW, NP, and SN narrow—window coaches
C&NW 16-3-1 "Northern" Pullman
NP 8-6-3-1 Pullman (35O series)
Milwaukee 1948 "Hiawatha" coach and parlor
Milwaukee "Pioneer Limited" 8-6-4, 16-4

Pul1 mans
NP "Travelers Rest" lounge
NYC-PRR-SP 13-bdrm. "County" Pullman
18-roomette "City" Pullman (used on many

roads)
6—6—4 "American" Pullman (many roads)
4—4—2 "Imperial" Pullman (many roads)
1O—5 "Cascade" Pullman (many roads)
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With the agreement of Dennis Henry, I am col-
lecting expressions of interest. Please let
me know directly, not later than Sept. 30,
1986, if you are interested. List your first
and second choice of brass car sides to be
produced. Send no money at this time.

A specialty manufacturer willing to serve the
S scale market is too valuable to ignore.
Let's show him that there is such a market.

Tony Perles
4333 20th St.

San Francisco, CA
94114

— — — If you hear of anything new on your
grapevine, drop Tony a line. He'll be glad to
check it out. This Trainstuff 4O' boxcar was built

and finished by Ken Zieska of Ply-
mouth, MM. It is modeled after a car
he photographed at the CStNW yard in
Minneapolis. The ends are black; dry
transfers are from C-D-S.

C. J. Brummond sent us a photo of his nicely-
finished NASG covered hopper, lettered with
Perles Pacific Products dry transfers. C. J.
says he wishes companies like Overland would
provide decals or dry transfers with their
brass models, as proper decals (e.g., for the
BS/.Q M-53 box car and the PRR H-3O/H-32 hop-
pers) are generally not available elsewhere.
This should not be difficult; NorthWest Short
Line included proper decals with its J&L tank
car a decade ago.

An S Scale Locomotive and Supply 2—8—O
kit and modified Lionel stock car by
L. Houda.
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'It's that little lift." C-19 airborne at Heritage Square, Golden, CO,
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BUSIMESS MATTERS
of the

I OM«l_ ^SSOC I «=»T~ I OM
S e«=*LJC3ERS , I IMC.

REPORT to the MEMBERSHIP
-from the

CONSTITUTION/BY-LAWS COMMITTEE

In order to keep the NASB Constitution up to
date, several proposed amendments were recent-
ly discussed between this committee and the
Board of Trustees (BOT). As a result, three
of these amendments were put before the BOT as
motions for approval to submit to the member-
ship for a vote. The motions, their ration-
ale, and the BQT votes are as follows:

MOTION No. 1

Article v', Section 1 of the Constitution of
the NASG shall be amended from the present
wordi ng:

"All Regular and Honorary Hembers of the
W/1SG in good standing shall be entitled to
vote , "

to the -following wording*

"All Regular, Contributing, and Honorary
Members of the NASG in good standing shall
be ent111ed to vot e,"

purpose: To allow Contributing Members the
right to vote and hopefully increase the num-
ber of members in thus class.

Voting FOR:
Danylak uoizeaux
Ferraro McCarty
Hawley Thompson

Voting AGAINST:
Johnson

Motion carried 6—1.

MOTION No. 2

Article IV, Section 6 of the Constitution of
the NASG shall be amended from the present
wordi ng:

"The host organization of the annual NASG
c o TI v en 11 o TI i s a n d erst o o d to be r e s p o n s i b 1 e
for all financial arr an gewien ts pertaining
t o the c o n v e n 11 o r, , "

to the following wordings

"The host organization of the annual NASG
convention and the NASG shall share all
financial arrangements of that convention
as provided for in the By—Laws,"

Purpose: To more clearly de-fine the relation-
ship between the NASB and local clubs with re-
spect to convention financing, and also to le-
gitimize NASB ' s claim to a portion o-f the
profits and/or losses of the annual conven-
tions.

Voting FOR:
Danylak
Ferraro
Hawley
Johnson

Loizeaux
McCarty
Thompson

Voting AGAINST:
none

Motion carried 7—0.

MOTION No. 3

Article II, Section 1 of the Constitution of
the NASB shall have the following wording ad-
ded to it:

"D, Family Membership: Any individual up-
on becoming a Regular Member of the NASG
may enroll additional direct family mem-
bers under the Family Membership upon ap-
plication to the Treasurer or his repre-
sentative and payment of additional dues
as set forth in the By—Laws."

Purpose: To satisfy the membership's desire
for this class of membership. It is under-
stood that Family Memberships will not be en-
titled to more than one vote (that of the Reg-
ular Member) or more than one copy of any or-
ganization publications.

Voting AGAINST:
Ferraro

Thompson

Voting FOR:
Danylak Loizeaux
Hawley McCarty
Johnson

Motion carried 5—2.

According to Article V, Section 5 of the NASG
Constitution, "Amendments to the Constitution

as the Board of Trustees shall decide,
shall be submitted to the membership for a di-
rect mail vote." Therefore, the official vot-
ing ballot pertaining to these constitutional
amendments is provided as an insert with this
issue of the DISPATCH. Ballots must be marked
and returned to Michael R. Ferraro, 141B Gor-
don Road, Matawan, NJ 07747 within 3O days of
receipt of this DISPATCH issue (i.e., July 31,
1986). Only signed ballots will be counted.

According to Article V, Secion 4 of the Con-
stitution: "A two—thirds majority of the
votes cast on a question shall be necessary to
amend the Constitution." Please study each
motion and cast your vote as soon as possible.
If you have any questions regarding these pro-
posed amendments, contact your regional Vice
F'resident or any other member of the Board of
Trustees.

100
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Summaries o-f
NASS BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETINGS

1. June 1985 (Sacramento)

S—1O modular layout standards were adopted
(see elsewhere in this issue).

A pro-fit of $14OO from the brass covered
hopper car project was reported.

By—Laws were amended to define the exact
date of eligibility to cast votes (April 1
of the election year), and to eliminate the
casting of ballots at the annual convention.
All future balloting will be conducted via
first-class mail between April 15th and May
15th of the election year.

2. October 1985 (New Jersey)

The budget as reported in Vol. VIII No. 4 of
the DISPATCH was adopted.

Final approval was granted for the brass
tank car project.

3. April 1986 (via mail)

A membership vote on three proposed NAS6
constitutional changes (reported elsewhere
in this issue) was approved.

A policy of accepting paid advertising in-
serts to the DISPATCH was approved. Adver-
tising will not be printed in the DISPATCH
itself, but may be included in the same en-
velope.

President's Note:

It is our intention to publish the NAS6 con-
stitution and by-laws during the fall of 1986
after the membership has voted on the proposed
constitutional changes and the Board of Trus-
tees has acted on several proposed by—law
changes at the Detroit convention. Also, a
complete set of modular standards will be pub-
lished when adopted.

PROMOTIONS COMMITTEE UPDATE

by
Don Thompson

BOTH ANNIVERSARY OF S - I was recently given a
copy of an advertisement for C—D models from
1938 stating that they introduced S on May 25,
1937. A C-D display at a trade show is what
inspired A. C. Gilbert to make American Flyer
in 3/16" scale. Sam Powell has been in con-
tact with Russ Larsen of Model Railroader
about an article and maybe even a magazine
dedicated to this anniversary.

MR AD — We now have over 100 respondees to
our MR ad of March 1986. We will be working
on getting another ad in MR for the fall.
Several people have written back to me with
positive responses to this program.

HOBBY SHOPS LIST - I am now compiling a list
of all known hobby shops that stock, order
and/or sell S products. If your hobby shop
stocks S, please take a second and send me a
letter or postcard letting me know where it is
for our list.

CLUB PUBLICATIONS - Several S Clubs publish
newsletters. I hope to compile a list of all
of these clubs. Club secretaries or editors,
pleases let me know if you publish, how fre-
quently, if you will mail these to non—members
and how much it will cost to receive your pub —
1i cation.

VOLUNTEERS — I could use some help in several
areas for our promotions committee. Can you
help write copy for ads? or do layouts? Do
you own a computer with word—processor capa-
bilities? If any of these apply and you would
like to help promote S, Please drop me a line.

Don Thompson
2 Roberts Rd.

New Brunswick, NJ
08901

CONVENTION COMMITTEE REPORT

by-
Ken Zieska

If you're like me, you look forward to the
NASB conventions for many reasons. It's an
opportunity to share good times with old
friends, meet new friends with common inter-
ests, and to see what's new in products and
techniques. This year's convention planned
for Detroit is sure to be an outstanding
chance to do just that, so I hope you will
plan on attending.

Plans for future conventions are being devel-
oped. The 1987 meeting will be held in Chica-
go. Planning is progressing well, and Chicago
promises to be an extravaganza we'll all en-
joy. Beyond 1987 we have some interesting op-
portunities. In 1989 and 199O the NMRA has
invited us to hold our conventions in conjunc-
tion with theirs. For NASG, this allows us to
share in the many clinics and tours the NMRA
can provide which we cannot. We would get an
opportunity to visit Houston and F'ittsburgh,
and to show the rest of the model railroad
community the wide variety of interests that
we enjoy in S. As for us, we can hold our own
model contest, have private business meetings,
and maintain our own unique identity within
the larger convention. If this is as success-
ful as we think it will be, we can look at
more joint conventions, perhaps with TCA,
mixed between our regular conventions.

As of now, we do not have any proposals for
1988 or 1991. If any club is interested in
hosting a convention in either of these years,
please contact me and I will help you develop
a proposal. If you have a particular group or
event with which you think we should consider
holding a convention, please let me know.

Ken Zieska
11810 52nd Ave. N.
Plymouth, MN 55442
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1985 GENERAL ELECTION
RESULTS

President

Edward Loizeaux
Lee McCarty
wri te—i ns

Treasurer

Michael Ferraro
wr i te —i ns
no vote

Pacific Vice President

Lee Johnson

Central Vice President

Thomas G. Hawley
Joel Liebovitz
no vote

Eastern Vice President

Don Thompson
Eugene Fletcher
Wm. (Bill) Geracci

163
153

O4
a

48

74

101
84
27

DETAILS-DETAILS-DETAILS

by
Lew Rennig

As time goes on, many of the
common things become rare and
obsolete. Traces of these
items can sometimes be seen,
or the item may still remain,
either in a state of disrepair
or even cleaned and painted as
an ant ique reminder of our
past,

Th i s is the case with the
cast-iron hitching post. Al-
though not in use today, such
posts may st ill be seen in
some small towns where a home-
owner may f i nd pleasure in
maintaining one in good condi-
tion at cu.rbside. In front of
the same house you may see a
concrete street with a f ive-
foot asphalt str ip down the
center. This is the remainder
of the t ro l l eys which once
made scheduled stops in front
of the town's general store at
the end of the b lock . The
store may not be there any-
more , because it has long
s ince been c o n v e r t e d into
a p a r t m e n t s . but the large
glass windows in front still
identify it for what it once
was. A small stretch of rail,
shiny from all the auto traf-
f i c , may be poking through
where the surface of the as —
pha l t has been wo rn away.

Maybe a small trolley bridge,
minus the track, can still be
seen crossing over a nearby
creek .

Along many r i ghts— of — way you
can see old foundations of
things that outlived their
need. Water tanks from the
steam era are one. Another
example could be the founda-
tion for the scale house in a
small freight yard.

Many parts of the Northeast
had canals and there are small
stretches still in existence
today. Along with their mule
trails, canals often c ame
close to the railroad. Where
a river drops at too fast a
rate, locks had to be in-
stalled, These can be built
in a crumbling condition, or
you can make them like new
with a few nearby benches to
create a park and historical
site.

Along some of the older high-
ways can still be seen remains
of old limestone furnaces.
These are nothing more than a
pile of stone with a hole, al-
most resembling a cave. This
is another chance to make a
historical site. In some rur-
al areas old signs still may
exist. You can still see old
Mail Pouch Tobacco signs from
the 1930s fading from many old
barn roofs.

S GALJGERS COOKOUT
at

BOSTON
NMRA NATIONAL CONVENTION

All S qaugers who are attend-
ing the NMRA National Conven-
tion in Boston this July are
invited to be the quests of
the Bristol S Gauge Railroad-
ers Club, "the World's Oldest
S Gauge Club," for a cookout
and S gauge mini— layout tour
be-fore departing Boston.

The cookout will be held on
Sunday, July 27th. at noon, at
the home of Ron Mistretta, in
nearby Brookline, The Bristol
Club will arrange a pickup at
the convention site, or S
gaugers can reach Ron's home
directly via the Boston tran-
sit 1 i nes,

Following the cookout, attend-
ees will be treated to a tour
of Tom Coughlan's classic and
well-known Berkshire Central S
scale layout in Mel rose. An-
other S layout is an addition-
al possibility. The Bristol
Club will then return you to
the convention site by about
5:OO pm.

Complete details and cookout—
registration will be available
at the Hoguat Hobbies booth in
the Convention Hall. Stop by
and sign up!'

Questions about details may be
addressed to:

Doug Peck
6 Storeybrooke Drive

Newburyport, MA O1958

(phone 617-465-8798)

Flan to join the members o-f
the Bristol Club for this get-
together w h i l e you ' r e in
"Beantown!"

Here Come the
NASG "BOOSTERS!"

W i t h t h e l as t issue w e
launched the NASG "Boosters."
(If you remember the S GAUGE
HERALD "Booster" ads, you're
already ahead of us.) For
$1O, we will publish your own
personalized pike advertise-
ment in four consecutive PIS—
PATCH issues. Ads will be
about l ' / e " by 21 /„.". To be-
gin with, the ads will be pub-
l ished on an inside page.
When we get enough to -fill a
page, they will appear on the
back cover.

You may furnish your own -fin-
ished ad, or just a herald, or
simply an idea. Doug Smith,
our staff artist, has a-ffered
to design or complete your ad
for you as necessary. Please
send your input to Doug at
1761O Blanchard Drive, Monte
Sereno, CA 95O3O, along with
your check for S1O.OO made out
to NASG Inc.

The funds generated through
the sale of these ads will be
used to help finance future
NASG spec ia l projects. It
hard ly seems fair to call
these "Booster" ads, -for by so
doing we would be copying the
HERALD. There-fore, as an ex-
tra incentive, we are holding
a contest to find a fresh name
for the ads. We will award
one year's worth of free ads
to the member who, in the
opinion of the NASG Board of
Trus tees, submits the best
name for the ads. Entries
must be in the Editor's hands
by the close of the 1986 NASG
Conventi on.
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TRACK GAUGES - *2.95 ea. , or 2 -for *5.OO
Incorporating NASG track standards

TEE SHIRTS - *6.95 ea.
S, M, L, XL; small or large logo

BRASS TANK CARS - *98.0O ea.

A. Insulated High-Pressure Single-Dome.
Uses: vinyl chloride, anhydrous ammonia, liquid
propane, gasoline additives, etc.

B. Insulated Low-Pressure Single-Dome.
General —servi ce usage, including tars, molasses,
corn syrup, heavy oils, etc.

C. Uninsulated Low-Pressure Single-Dome.
General —service usage, including gasoline, fuel
oil, alcohol, caustic soda, etc. (most commonly-
seen tank car). *** VERY LIMITED SUPPLY ***

E. Uninsulated Low-Pressure Triple-Dome.
General —servi ce with compartmented tank. Permits
delivery of three products with same car. Used
for many commodities, e.g., wine.

*** VERY LIMITED SUPPLY ***

NASG, Inc.
c/o Michael R. Ferraro

14 IB Gordon Road
Matawan, NJ 07747
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