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Seaboard Air Line Class F-6 53’-6” Flat Car

S Scale Kit 8001

Part 1 - Assembly of body

1. Remove flashing and casting waste material

from sides and top

2. The material supplied is a “U” channel of

white plastic and needs to be cut into short pieces

approxamately 3/32 inch long. Check the length

before cutting all the pieces by placing one on the

side of the car pocket. Use a chopper tool and with

the short leg side up on the cutting surface, cut

each piece.  That way you will not crush the piece

when cutting it.  Using needle nose tweezers dip

each piece into a puddle of glue then attach them

to the car side, centered on the stake pocket detail

on the car side. 

3. Turn over car body and install brake rigging

of the amount of detail you want per the diagram

for box cars, it is the same for flat bottom cars.

4. Install supplied grab irons on all side corners

and ends.

Make and install sill steps

5. Drill and tap holes for trucks and couplers.

6. Install wooden deck by removing the backing

paper and press into place.

7. Make vertical brake rod from 0.015” wire sup-

plied and install brake wheel on end.

8. Paint apply gloss finish and allow to dry for

24 hours then decal car.

9. Install trucks and couplers.  Attach trucks

with supplied No. 2-56 3/8 inch long round head

machine screws.  Use the screws supplied with the

couplers of your choice to attach the draft box to

the body.  Using a coupler gauge, check the cou-

pler height.  If high, sand the flat area of the body

bolster.  If low, use washers to raise the body to the

correct height.

10.Car is light for good operating standards, so

We have worked to produce kits that are inexpen-

sive and easily modified by you the S scale mod-

eler to represent a large group of steam era freight

cars.

We have found the following items useful in

building our kits.
•  #11 EXACTO knife with several new blades

•  CA glue of with medium viscosity

•  Machinist Square

•  Dupli Color  Red Primer Filler

•  3M red auto body sanding pad

•  Xuron clipper

•  Red (Coarse) Sanding Stick

•  Green (Medium) Sanding Stick

•  A cutting tool like the Northwest Short Line Chopper
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These kits are designed for modelers who are 14 years or older.

General Information and Suggested Tools



put a heavy load on it or install a weigh under car.

Part 2 - Install flat car side pockets for stakes.

11. To make substantial sill steps get some

common staples.  Break off several as a group.

With needle nose pliers straighten one leg to form

a letter “L”.  With either the Micro Mark Gage or the

pliers grab one staple next to the bend and with

your finger bend the straight part 90 degrees to the

pliers.  Cut legs equal in length.

The Sill steps should be the same width as the

grab irons and 18 inches down from the car side.

Any longer and they will interfere with the swing of

the trucks.


